
Hope Lutheran Church 
Worship Service 
March 17, 2024 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 
 

 
 

Our Vision: 
To be known as a Spirit-led  

welcoming community of diversity and service. 
 
 

Our Mission: 
We care, share, and prepare so that all experience the love of Jesus Christ. 

 
 

Guiding Principles: 
Jesus is Lord. 

God loves everyone. 
All are welcome. 

Everyone has a purpose. 
Pray before acting. 

Step out in faith, believing all is possible. 
We are saved by grace. 

 
 

"Whoever you are who worship here, in whatever household of faith you were born, 
whatever creed you now profess, whatever your race, nationality, sexual 

orientation, or condition, if you come to this sanctuary to seek the God in whom you 
may believe, or rededicate yourself to the God in whom you do believe, you are 

welcome; for this sanctuary is a house of prayer for all people." 
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PRELUDE   
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
WELCOME 
 
Please stand, if able 
 
OPENING HYMN  WOV 778 (Irish tune)
  “O Christ the Same” 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Pastor:   God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, 

turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of 
your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your 
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 

People: Amen. 
  
Pastor:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Pastor:   Most merciful God, 
People: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 

ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

  
Pastor:   God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in 

sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have 
been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

People: Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE – Traditional Irish Blessing 
Pastor: Deep peace of the running wave to you. Deep peace of the flowing 

air to you. Deep peace of the quiet earth to you. Deep peace of the 
shining stars to you. Deep peace of the Son of peace to you.    

People: Amen 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: Let us pray. O God, 
People: with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy 

you receive our prayers. Strengthen us to bring forth the 
fruits of the Spirit, that through life and death we may live 
in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen 

 
Please be seated 
 

CHORAL ANTHEM Voices of Hope 
“For the Beauty of the Earth” 
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READING   
A reading from Jeremiah, chapter 31. 
31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant 
with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the 
covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to 
bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was 
their husband, says the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with 
the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within 
them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall 
be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, 
“Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the 
greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin 
no more. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
PSALM  Psalm 119 
The psalm will be read responsively. The leader will read the light verses and the congregation 
will read the bold verses. 
 
9How shall the young keep their way clean? By keeping to your word. 
10With my whole heart I seek you; let me not stray from your 
commandments. 
11I treasure your promise in my heart, that I may not sin against you. 
12Blessed are you, O LORD; instruct me in your statutes.  
13With my lips I recite all the judgments of your mouth. 
14I take greater delight in the way of your decrees than in all manner 
of riches. 
15I will meditate on your commandments and give attention to your ways. 
 6My delight is in your statutes; I will not forget your word.  
 

READING   
A reading from Hebrews, chapter 5. 
5Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by 
the one who said to him,  
 “You are my Son, today I have begotten you”; 
6as he says also in another place,  
 “You are a priest forever, according to the order of Melchizedek.” 
 7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with 
loud cries and tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he 
was heard because of his reverent submission. 8Although he was a Son, he 
learned obedience through what he suffered; 9and having been made perfect, 
he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him, 10having been 
designated by God a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 

Pastor:   The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 12th chapter. 
People:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
20Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. 
21They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, 
“Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and 
Philip went and told Jesus. 23Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the 
Son of Man to be glorified. 24Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls 
into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears 
much fruit. 25Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in 
this world will keep it for eternal life. 26Whoever serves me must follow me, 
and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father 
will honor. 
 
 27“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from 
this hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. 28Father, 
glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I 
will glorify it again.” 29The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was 
thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” 30Jesus answered, “This 
voice has come for your sake, not for mine. 31Now is the judgment of this 
world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. 32And I, when I am lifted 
up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33He said this to indicate the 
kind of death he was to die. 
 
Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Please be seated 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON  Pastor Amy Oehlschlaeger 
 
SERMON    Pastor Amy Oehlschlaeger  
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HYMN OF THE DAY  
  “Now the Green Blade Rises” 

 
 
Please stand, if able 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated 
at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead.  
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS 
Leader: Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the 

church, the well-being of creation, and a world in need. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Leader: God of the covenant, through the church you draw us into 

community. We give thanks for the means of grace around which 
we gather. Inspire writers, musicians, and artists whose creative 
gifts adorn our worship. Hear us, O God. 

People: Your mercy is great. 
 
Leader: God of the earth, thank you for green spaces.  Thank you for trees, 

plants, and animals.  Help us take care of the land, the waters, and 
the forests.  Help us to be good stewards of the earth.  Hear us, O 
God.   

People: Your mercy is great 
 
Pastor: God of good will, you restore what is broken. We pray for any 

experiencing estrangement, conflict, or abuse in families and 
intimate relationships. Protect and comfort all who are vulnerable, 
especially those living in institutions. Hear us, O God. 

People: Your mercy is great. 
 
Leader: God of every time and place, you are with us. Support ministries of 

prayer and presence in this congregation especially the prayer 
shawl ministry, the card ministry, and the homebound communion 
ministry. Move us to reach out to any who are lonely, grieving, in 
treatment, or ill. Hear us, O God. 

People: Your mercy is great. 
 
Leader: God of promise, we give thanks for the saints whose faith inspires 

us especially Patrick, missionary to Ireland, whom we 
commemorate today. Grant us faith to trust in your everlasting 
love. Hear us, O God. 

People: Your mercy is great. 
 
Pastor: Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the 

prayers of our hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
People: Amen. 
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OFFERING SONG   (Irish Tune)
 “Lord of All Hopefulness” 

 
 
OFFERTORY  
 “Change My Heart, O God” 
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Please stand, if able 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Pastor: Let us pray: 

Jesus, you are the bread of life and the host of this meal. Bless 
these gifts that we have gathered that all people may know your 
goodness. Feed us not only with this holy food but with hunger for 
justice and peace. We pray this in your name. 

People: Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor: It is indeed right …we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, 
he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
Please be seated 
 
INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION 
Pastor: Bread for the journey. A feast for hungry hearts. Come! 
 

The body of Christ given for you.  The blood of Christ shed for you. 
 
COMMUNION HYMN  WOV 776 Irish Tune
 “Be Thou My Vision” 

 
 

Please stand, if able 
 
The Lord’s body and blood strengthen you and keep you in His grace.   
People: Amen 
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THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
Pastor:   Generous God, at this table we have tasted your immeasurable 

grace. As grains of wheat are gathered into one bread, now make 
us one loaf to feed the world; in the name of Jesus, the Bread of 
life. 

People: Amen 
 
THE BENEDICTION – Irish Blessing 
Pastor: May the wind be always at your back.  May the sunshine warm 

upon your face.  The rains fall soft upon your fields.  And until we 
meet again, may God hold you in the palm of His hand.   

People: Amen.  
 
CLOSING HYMN  “Canticle of the Turning” Irish Tune 
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DISMISSAL 
Pastor: Go in peace. Share your bread. 
Pastor: Thanks be to God.  
 
POSTLUDE 
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