
Hope Lutheran Church 
Worship Service 
February 16, 2025 

Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 
 

 
 

Our Vision: 
To be known as a Spirit-led  

welcoming community of diversity and service. 
 
 

Our Mission: 
We care, share, and prepare so that all experience the love of Jesus Christ. 

 
 

Guiding Principles: 
Jesus is Lord. 

God loves everyone. 
All are welcome. 

Everyone has a purpose. 
Pray before acting. 

Step out in faith, believing all is possible. 
We are saved by grace. 

 
 

"Whoever you are who worship here, in whatever household of faith you were born, 
whatever creed you now profess, whatever your race, nationality, sexual 

orientation, or condition, if you come to this sanctuary to seek the God in whom you 
may believe, or rededicate yourself to the God in whom you do believe, you are 

welcome; for this sanctuary is a house of prayer for all people." 
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PRELUDE   
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

WELCOME 
 
Please stand, if able 
 
OPENING HYMN  WOV 712
  “Listen, God Is Calling” 

 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, our creator, our protector, 

our wellspring of life. 
People: Amen. 
 
Pastor: Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our 

hearts, let us confess our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Pastor: Merciful God, 
People: you speak blessing and compassion into the world. Forgive 

us for the ways we act with judgment, cruelty, or 
indifference. We ignore the needs of our neighbors; we 
resist your call to oppose injustice; we give in to scarcity 
and fear; we assume the worst about one another. Cleanse 
us from our faults and release us from their grasp. Show us 
your lovingkindness. Restore our hearts and repair your 
world, that we may live in Christ’s ways. Amen. 
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Pastor: God proclaims these words of assurance: 
“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you. I have called you by 
name. You are mine.” 

In ☩ Christ, you are forgiven. In the Spirit, you are made free. 
Refreshed by the waters of mercy, live anew as beloved children of 
God. 

People: Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with You! 
People: And also with you.  
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: Let us pray, Living God, 
People: in Christ you make all things new. Transform the poverty of 

our nature by the riches of your grace, and in the renewal of 
our lives make known your glory, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
Please be seated 
 
10:45 CHORAL ANTHEM Voices of Hope 

“Lord Take My Hand and Lead Me” 
 
READING  
A reading from Jeremiah, chapter 17. 
5 Thus says the Lord: Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals and make 
mere flesh their strength, whose hearts turn away from the Lord. 6 They shall 
be like a shrub in the desert, and shall not see when relief comes. They shall 
live in the parched places of the wilderness, in an uninhabited salt land. 
7 Blessed are those who trust in the Lord, whose trust is the Lord. 8 They shall 
be like a tree planted by water, sending out its roots by the stream. It shall not 
fear when heat comes, and its leaves shall stay green; in the year of drought it 
is not anxious, and it does not cease to bear fruit. 9 The heart is devious above 
all else; it is perverse—who can understand it? 10 I the Lord test the mind 
and search the heart, to give to all according to their ways, according to the 
fruit of their doings. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM  Psalm 1 
The psalm will be read responsively. The leader will read the light verses and the congregation 
will read the bold verses. 
 
1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, nor 
lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 
2 Their delight is in the law of the Lord, and they meditate on God’s 
teaching day and night.  
3 They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, 
with leaves that do not wither; everything they do shall prosper. 
4 It is not so with the wicked; they are like chaff which the wind blows 
away. 
5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, nor the 
sinner in the council of the righteous. 
6 For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the 
wicked shall be destroyed.  
 
READING  
A reading from 1 Corinthians, chapter 15. 
12 Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you 
say there is no resurrection of the dead? 13 If there is no resurrection of the 
dead, then Christ has not been raised; 14 and if Christ has not been raised, 
then our proclamation has been in vain and your faith has been in vain. 15 We 
are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified of God that he 
raised Christ—whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. 
16 For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised. 17 If Christ has 
not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. 18 Then those 
also who have died in Christ have perished. 19 If for this life only we have 
hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. 
  20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those 
who have died. 
Word of God, word of life. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
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Pastor:   The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 6th chapter. 
People:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
17 [Jesus] came down with [the twelve] and stood on a level place, with a great 
crowd of his disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea, 
Jerusalem, and the coast of Tyre and Sidon.18 They had come to hear him and 
to be healed of their diseases; and those who were troubled with unclean 
spirits were cured. 19 And all in the crowd were trying to touch him, for power 
came out from him and healed all of them. 20 Then he looked up at his disciples 
and said:  

“Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. 
21 “Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be filled. 
“Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh. 
 22 “Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you,  
revile you, and defame you on account of the Son of Man. 23 Rejoice in 
that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven; for 
that is what their ancestors did to the prophets. 
24 “But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation. 
25 “Woe to you who are full now, for you will be hungry. “Woe to you who 
are laughing now, for you will mourn and weep. 
26 “Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors 
did to the false prophets.” 

 

Pastor:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Please be seated 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON  Pastor Amy Oehlschlaeger 
 
SERMON    Pastor Amy Oehlschlaeger  
 
Please stand, if able 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  
 “Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling” 

  
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated 
at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS 
Leader: With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the 

church, the world, and all of creation. 
 
Leader: Blessed are the peacemakers.  Bring peace to the places and 

people where violence is so prevalent, Ukraine, Israel, and here in 
St. Louis.  God of grace,  

People: hear our prayer 
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Leader: Blessed are neighbors in California.  Bring your healing and love to 
all suffering from the wildfires in Los Angeles.  May many angels 
appear there to help.  God of grace,  

People: hear our prayer 
 
Pastor: Blessed are those in need. Give to all facing illness wise and caring 

doctors, nurses, and therapists. Draw close to those who feel far 
from you or who are suffering in any way (especially). Provide an 
extra measure of your grace and love. God of grace, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 
Leader: Blessed is this congregation. Like a tree planted by streams of 

water, we are nourished by faith in you. Provide courage in times 
that feel dry, trusting that you sustain us in many ways. God of 
grace, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 
Leader: Blessed are those saints who now rest in your peace. Through lives 

of both sorrow and joy, challenge and triumph, they provide 
witness of faith in all times. May their lives be a witness to the 
living. God of grace, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope 

that your promise is revealed among the people. 
People: Amen. 
 
OFFERING SONG   WOV 766
 “We Come to the Hungry Feast” 
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OFFERTORY  
 “Accept, O Lord, the Gifts We Bring” 

 
 
Please stand, if able 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Pastor: Let us pray God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens, and 

your abundance to the depths of the seas. Bless what we offer to 
your service: our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts. Let us overflow 
with gratitude and generosity, now and always. 

People: Amen 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor: It is indeed right …we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, 
he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
Please be seated 
 
INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION 
Pastor: The joy of the Lord is our strength. Come, eat this meal of 

gladness. 
 

The body of Christ given for you.  The blood of Christ shed for you. 
 
COMMUNION HYMN   

“Jesus, Remember Me” 
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 “Light Dawns on a Weary World” 

  
 
Please stand, if able 
 
The Lord’s body and blood strengthen you and keep you in His grace.   
People: Amen. 
 
THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
Leader:  Nourishing God, at this table you have refreshed us with holy gifts 

of food and drink. Strengthen us for service, and send us out to 
embody your good news of liberation and healing for the sake of 
the world. In the name of Christ we pray, 

People: Amen. 
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THE BENEDICTION  
Pastor: The Spirit of the triune God ☩ bless you with joy, anoint you with 

compassion, and send you in love. 
People: Amen.  
 
CLOSING HYMN    

“Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ” 

 
 

DISMISSAL 
Pastor: Go in peace.  Live in hope. 
Pastor: Thanks be to God.  
 
POSTLUDE 
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