Hope Lutheran Church

Worship Service
March 30, 2025
Fourth Sunday in Lent
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Our Vision:
To be known as a Spirit-led
welcoming community of diversity and service.

Our Mission:
We care, share, and prepare so that all experience the love of Jesus Christ.

Guiding Principles:
Jesus is Lord.
God loves everyone.
All are welcome.

Everyone has a purpose.

Pray before acting.

Step out in faith, believing all is possible.

We are saved by grace.

"Whoever you are who worship here, in whatever household of faith you were born,
whatever creed you now profess, whatever your race, nationality, sexual
orientation, or condition, if you come to this sanctuary to seek the God in whom you
may believe, or rededicate yourself to the God in whom you do believe, you are
welcome; for this sanctuary is a house of prayer for all people.”



PRELUDE
ANNOUNCEMENTS
WELCOME

Please stand, if able

CALL TO WORSHIP

God of new beginnings, where there is a need for certainty,

In our worship, draw us near to you and one another.

Pastor:

People: Cultivate peace in us.
Pastor: Where there is fear,
People: Cultivate hope in us.
Pastor: Where there is doubt,
People: Cultivate faith in us.
Pastor:

People: Let us worship Holy God.

OPENING HYMN
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“"Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”

_oamesetll

=

o

=

Il 1

| I

I |

I |

1

oL

o

NO

i

2

o9

Come, thou Fount of
Here I
Oh, to grace how great a

]

P J[

}

|
& I
-

ev - 'ty bless-ing, tune my heart to
raise my Eb-en - e - zer: “Hith-er by
debt - or

7]

sing thy grace;
thy help [I've come”;

dai -ly I'm con-strained to be;

o=

= =l

|

—

ﬁ J

FP

streams of

and
let

I
that

mer - cy,
hope, by

nev-er ceas-ing, call for
thy good plea-sure, safe - ly

songs of loud-est praise.

to

ar - rive at

grace now like a

fet - ter bind my wan-d’ring heart to

home.
thee.

-3

i —

R a2

teach me ev - er

he, to

Here’s my heart, oh, take and seal

to

a - dore thee; may I

it;

res - cue me from dan- ger,

in - ter - posed his
for

seal it

still

While the hope of end-less glo - ry fills my heart with joy and love,
Je - sus sought me when a strang-er, wan-d’ring from the fold of God;
Prone to wan - der, Lord, I feel it; prone to leave the God I love.
0 4 - — .
DA T — | ) f —
Oot——F—+— — e e
%—F l i 7]

thy good-ness prove.
pre-cious blood.
thy courts a - bove.



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Pastor:
People:

Pastor:

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.

Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s
abiding love.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Pastor:
People:

Pastor:

People:

Compassionate One,

you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, but
our lives do not always reflect you and your love for the
world. We do not show others the tender compassion you
have shown to us. We do not welcome others with the
radical hospitality you grant to all people. We oppress
others, even though you have set us free again and again.
We squander the abundant gifts of the earth. Transform our
lives and guide us again in the way of the cross. Amen.

Beloved in Christ, God’s arms are always stretched open wide to
welcome the wandering ones home. In + Christ your sins are
forgiven. You have a place in God’s house forever.

Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

Pastor:
People:

The peace of the Lord be with You!
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor:
People:

Let us pray, God of compassion,

you welcome the wayward, and you embrace us all with
your mercy. By our baptism clothe us with garments of your
grace, and feed us at the table of your love, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated

CHORAL ANTHEM Voices of Hope
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READING

A reading from 2 Corinthians, chapter 5.

16 From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even
though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no
longer in that way. 17 So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:
everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! 18 All this is
from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the
ministry of reconciliation; °that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to
himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the
message of reconciliation to us. 20So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God
is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be
reconciled to God. 2! For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so
that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

Word of God, word of life.
People: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 15% chapter.
People: Glory to you, O Lord.

1 Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] 2And
the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying,

“This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.”
3S0 he told them this parable:

11b“There was a man who had two sons. 12The younger of them said to

his father,

‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.’
So he divided his property between them. 13 A few days later the younger son
gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, and there he squandered his
property in dissolute living. 1* When he had spent everything, a severe famine took
place throughout that country, and he began to be in need. 1°>So he went and hired
himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed
the pigs. 1®He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were



eating; and no one gave him anything. 7 But when he came to himself he said,
‘How many of my father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare,
but here I am dying of hunger! 181 will get up and go to my father, and
I will say to him,
“Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; 1°I am no longer
worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.”’
20 So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw
him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed
him. 21 Then the son said to him,
‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer
worthy to be called your son.’
22 But the father said to his slaves,
‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring
on his finger and sandals on his feet. 22 And get the fatted calf and kill it,
and let us eat and celebrate; 24for this son of mine was dead and is
alive again; he was lost and is found!’
And they began to celebrate.
25*Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and
approached the house, he heard music and dancing. % He called one of
the slaves and asked what was going on. 2/ He replied,
‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf,
because he has got him back safe and sound.’
28Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and
began to plead with him. 2° But he answered his father,
‘Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for you, and
I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me
even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. 3°But
when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property
with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!’
31Then the father said to him,
‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32But we
had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead
and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.””

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated
CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Amy Oehlschlaeger
BROTHERS SKIT Charlie Hanford & Ed Friederich

Please stand, if able



HYMN OF THE DAY WOV 734
“"Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling”
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated
at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS
Leader: Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the
world, and all those in need.

A brief silence.

Leader: God of faithful promise, make your church a new creation in Christ.
As you reconcile us to yourself, guide us also in your way of
reconciliation, that through confession and forgiveness, your
church may bear witness to your love. Lord in your mercy,

People: “"Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”
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Lord, lis-ten to yourchil-dren pray-ing, send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace.

Leader: God of new beginnings, restore balance to the earth. Send rain to
places of drought and sunshine to places of flooding, that the
produce of the land may again support life. Lord in your mercy,

People: Lord, listen to your children praying

Leader: God of prodigal grace, unite the nations as fellow members of the
human family. Give leaders the courage to put aside ego and greed
and to work for the well-being of all. Lord in your mercy,

People: Lord, listen to your children praying

Leader: God of boundless love, receive with open arms any in need of
compassion. Embrace all who are far from home or estranged from
loved ones, and all who live with regret. Embolden your people to
offer and to seek forgiveness. Lord in your mercy,

People: Lord, listen to your children praying

Pastor: God of healing, bring your comfort and healing to all who areill
especially... Bring your wisdom and strength to caregivers. Lord in
your mercy,

People: Lord, listen to your children praying

Pastor: Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in
your love, in the name of Jesus, who leads us from death to life.
People: Amen.



OFFERING SONG “"Amazing Grace”

(vs 1-3)
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Please stand, if able

OFFERING PRAYER

Pastor: Let us pray Gracious God,

People: for the morning dawn, thank you. For your love, thank you.
For a place to belong, thank you. For grace, thank you. For
your light in a weary world, thank you. In gratitude, we
offer you these gifts. Use us and use these gifts for your
good. Amen

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

Leader: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to the Lord.
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Pastor: It is indeed right ...we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper,
he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.



THE LORD’S PRAYER

People:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Please be seated

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION

Pastor:

All who are hungry, come! The feast of grace is spread.

The body of Christ given for you. The blood of Christ shed for you.

COMMUNION HYMN

"What Wondrous Love Is This”
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"Jesus Remember Me”

(sing 3x)
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Je-sus, re-mem-ber me when you come in-to your king-dom.
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Je-sus, re-mem-ber me when you come in - to your king - dom.

Please stand, if able

The Lord’s body and blood strengthen you and keep you in His grace.
People: Amen.

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Leader: Generous Host, you have shared your feast with us and made us
new. Send us now to set tables of love and grace in our
communities, that your liberating love might nourish the world into
freedom, in the name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our Lord.

People: Amen.

THE BENEDICTION

Pastor: God our tender parent, God the crucified one, God the reconciling
Spirit, -+ bless you now and forever.

People: Amen.

CLOSING HYMN WOV 781
"My Life Flows On in Endless Song”

0 . N
7 . — .  — n . KT
y | | 1 f K~ f D
(¢o R P —_J — 5 i — I’—tﬁvj:
J - e o '
1 My life lowson in end-less song; a-bove earth’s lam-en - ta - tion,
2 Through all the tu - mult and the strife, [ hear that mu-sic ring- ing.
3 What thoughmy joys and com-forts die? The Lord my Sav-ior liv - eth.
4 The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, a foun-tain ev - er spring-ing!
0
)7 A y | | y N 4 ) | | I\ | I— |
'I(L“ b ‘; T | | | | [} | . f I\/ : [ I. D] | | I
\ Iy e — H— ) T E— i —
I L
I catch the sweet, though far-off hymn that hails a new cre - a - tion.
It finds an ech - o in my soul. Howcan I keep from sing-ing?
What though the dark - ness gath-er round? Songsin the night he giv - eth.
All  things are mine since 1 am his! Howcan 1 keep from sing-ing?
Refrain
” A— - - i N i — K — I I

No storm can shake my in-most calm while to that Rock I'm cling-ing.

|
]

f
|
|

(7]

:
|
&
|

Since Christ is Lord of heav-en and earthhow can I keep from sing-ing?
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DISMISSAL
Pastor: Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you.
Pastor: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Copyright Information:

Liturgy copyright © 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission of Augsburg Fortress
License #SAS000809. Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Used by permission. Reprinted under One License #A-705003.

“Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” Text: Robert Robinson, Music: J. Wyeth, Public Domain.

“'Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling,” Text and Music: Will L. Thompson. Public Domain.

“Lord Listen to Your Children Praying” Text & Music: Ken Medema. Text and music © 1973 Hope Publishing
Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted under One License #A-705003.
“Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound,” Text: John Newton, Music: W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835; arr.
Edwin O. Excell. Public Domain.

“We Are an Offering” Text & Music: Dwight Liles. Text and music © 1984 Word Music, LLC. All rights reserved. Used
By Permission. Reprinted under CCLI License #1786808.

“What Wondrous Love Is This,” Text: North American folk hymn, 19% cent., alt. Music: W. Walker, Southeran
Harmony, 1835; arr. Paul J. Christiansen, alt. Arr. © 1955 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission. All Rights
Reserved. Reprinted under One License #A-705003.

“My Life Flows On in Endless Song” Text & Music: Robert Lowry Public Domain.
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