Hope Lutheran Church
Worship Service
April 19, 2026
Third Sunday of Easter

Then beginning with Moses

and all the prophets, he interpreted
to them the things about himself in
all the scriptures.

Luke 24:27, NRSV

Our Vision:
To be known as a Spirit-led
welcoming community of diversity and service.

Our Mission:
We care, share, and prepare so that all experience the love of Jesus Christ.

Guiding Principles:
Jesus is Lord.
God loves everyone.
All are welcome.

Everyone has a purpose.

Pray before acting.

Step out in faith, believing all is possible.

We are saved by grace.

"Whoever you are who worship here, in whatever household of faith you were born,
whatever creed you now profess, whatever your race, nationality, sexual
orientation, or condition, if you come to this sanctuary to seek the God in whom you
may believe, or rededicate yourself to the God in whom you do believe, you are
welcome; for this sanctuary is a house of prayer for all people.”



PRELUDE

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WELCOME

Please stand, if able

OPENING HYMN

"Alleluia! Jesus is Risen”
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1 Al - le - lu - ial Je - sus is ris - en!
2 Walk - ing the way, Christ  in the cen - ter
3 Je - sus the vine, we are the branch - es;
4  Weep-ing, be gone; SOr - row, be si - lent:
5 Cit -y of God, Eas - ter for - ev - er,
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Trum - pets re - sound - ing in glo - ri - ous light!
tell - ing the sto - ry to 0 pen  our eyes;
life in the Spir - it the fruit of the tree;
death put a - sun - der, and Eas - ter is bright.
gold - en Je - ru - sa - lem, Je - sus the Lamb,
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Splen-dor, the Lamb, heav - en for - ev - er!
break -ing  our bread, giv - ing us glo - ry:
heav - en to earth, Christ to the peo - ple,
Cher - u - bim sing: “O grave, be o - pen!”
riv - er of life, saints and arch - an - gels,
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Oh, what a mir - a - cle God has in sight!
Je - sus our bless - ing, our con - stant sur - prise.
gift of the fu - ture now flow - ing to me.
Clothe us in won - der, a dorn  us in light.
sing with cre - a - tion to God the I Awm!
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Give God the glo - ry! Al - le lu - ia!




THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Pastor: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
People: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Pastor: Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne
and to the Lamb!

People: Amen.

Pastor: Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues.

Pastor: Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to
come. You lead us beside still waters. We thank you for the waters
of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. We thank
you for the waters that nourish us.

People: Blessed are you.

Pastor: You guide us to springs of the water of life. Jesus Christ, you are
the faithful withness who accompanies us on our journeys. We give
you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise
you for joining us in joy and sorrow.

People: Blessed are you.

Pastor: You guide us to springs of the water of life. Holy Spirit, you anoint
our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down barriers that
divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace.

People: Blessed are you.

Pastor: You guide us to springs of the water of life. Holy One, we thank
you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new
creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and
praise, now and forever.

People: Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with You!
People: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: Let us pray, O God,

People: your Son makes himself known to all his disciples in the
breaking of bread. Open the eyes of our faith, that we may
see him in his redeeming work, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, nhow and forever. Amen.

Please be seated

8:30 CHORAL ANTHEM Voices of Hope



“"Hymn of Promise”

READING

A reading from Acts, chapter 2.

l14a peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd]:
36“Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that
God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you
crucified.”

37Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and

to the other apostles,
“Brothers, what should we do?”

38 peter said to them,
“"Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will receive the gift
of the Holy Spirit. 3° For the promise is for you, for your children, and
for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to
him.”

40 And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying,
“Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.”

4150 those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about

three thousand persons were added.

Word of God, word of life.
People: Thanks be to God.

READING

A reading from 1 Peter, chapter 1.

171f you invoke as Father the one who judges impartially according to each
person’s work, live in fear during the time of your exile. 18 You know that you
were ransomed from the futile conduct inherited from your ancestors, not with
perishable things like silver or gold 1° but with the precious blood of Christ, like
that of a lamb without defect or blemish. 2°He was destined before the
foundation of the world but was revealed at the end of the ages for your sake.
21 Through him you have come to trust in God, who raised him from the dead
and gave him glory, so that your trust and hope are in God.

22 Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so
that you have genuine mutual affection, love one another deeply from the
heart. 23You have been born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed,
through the living and enduring word of God.

Word of God, word of life.
People: Thanks be to God.

Please stand, if able



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 24t chapter.

People: Glory to you, O Lord.

13Now on that same day two [disciples] were going to a village called Emmaus,
about seven miles from Jerusalem, *and talking with each other about all these
things that had happened. 1> While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself
came near and went with them, 1®but their eyes were kept from recognizing him.

17 And he said to them,

“"What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?”
They stood still, looking sad. ¥ Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas,

answered him,

“Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things
that have taken place there in these days?”

19He asked them,

“What things?”

They replied,

“The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed
and word before God and all the people, 2°and how our chief priests and
leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him.
21 But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and
besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place.

22 Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the
tomb early this morning, 23and when they did not find his body there
they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels
who said that he was alive. 2 Some of those who were with us went to
the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they did not see

him.”
25Then he said to them,

“Oh, how foolish you are and how slow of heart to believe all that the
prophets have declared! 26 Was it not necessary that the Messiah should
suffer these things and then enter into his glory?”
27 Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things
about himself in all the scriptures. 28 As they came near the village to which they
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were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. 2° But they urged him strongly,
saying,
“Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly
over.”
So he went in to stay with them. 30 When he was at the table with them, he took
bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened,
and they recognized him, and he vanished from their sight. 32They said to each
other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the
road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?”
33That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem, and they found the eleven
and their companions gathered together. 34 They were saying,
“The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!”
35Then they told what had happened on the road and how he had been made known
to them in the breaking of the bread.

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated
CHILDREN'’'S SERMON Reverend Kristen Koch
SERMON Reverend Kristen Koch

Please stand, if able

HYMN OF THE DAY
"As We Gather at Your Table”
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1 As we gath-er at your ta-ble, as we lis - ten to your word,
2 Turmour wor-ship in-to  wit-ness in the sac - ra - ment of life;
3 Gra-cious Spir - it, help us sum-mon oth-er guests to share that feast
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help us know, O God, your pres-ence; let our hearts and minds be  stirred.
send us forth to love and serve you, bring-ing peace where there is strife.

where tri - um-phantLove will wel-come those who had been last and least.
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Nour-ish us with sa-cred sto-ry till we claim it as our own;
Give us, Christ, your great com-pas-sion to for - give as you for - gave;
There no more will en - vy blind us nor will pride our peace de - stroy,

%

r
[

> S

H }
- - — T I
I o~ I

(OE=ESSSEs

teach us through this ho-ly ban-quet how to make Love’svic - try known.
may we still be - hold your im - age in the world you died to save.
as we join with saintsand an-gels to re- peat the sound-ing joy.
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated
at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS
Leader: Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem
our broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.

A brief silence.

Leader: Almighty God, you provide for the needs of all creation. Bless the
fields that are being prepared for planting, and send favorable
weather so that the soil may yield an abundant harvest. Merciful
God,

People: receive our prayer.

Leader: God of justice, where leaders abuse power, confront them and call
them to repentance. Where there is corruption, bring integrity;
where there is violence, sow peace. Merciful God,

People: receive our prayer.

Pastor: Healing Savior, your resurrection brings hope to a hurting world.
Heal those who are sick (especially). Strengthen the weary, give
courage to the despairing, and comfort the dying. Merciful God,

People: receive our prayer.

Leader: Gracious One, you have made us your own through the gift of
baptism. Unite us in genuine love for one another. Bless the
ministry of the Central States synod and of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church of America. Merciful God,

People: receive our prayer.

Leader: Loving God, thank you for the small group ministry here at Hope.
Bless all the small groups that they may nurture people in faith.
Merciful God,

People: receive our prayer

Pastor: God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim
the good news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ,
our risen Savior.

People: Amen.



OFFERING SONG

"I Come with Joy”

(vs 1-3)
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1 I come with joy, a child of God, for-giv - en, loved, and
2 1 come with Chrs-tians far and near to find, as all are
3 As Christ breaks bread, and bids us share, each proud di - vi - sion
4 The Spir - it of the 1is - en Christ, un -seen, but ev - er
5 To - geth - er met, to - geth - er bound by all that God has
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done, we’ll  go with  joy, to give the world the
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love laid down for me, in love laid down for me.
Christ’s com-mu - nion bread, in Christ’s com-mu - nion bread.
strang - ers now are friends, and strang - ers now are friends.
live a - mong us here, a - live a - mong us here.
love that makes us one, the love that makes us one.

OFFERTORY

“"Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow"”
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Please stand, if able

OFFERING PRAYER

Pastor:

People:

Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you
glory. You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day
when we will hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body
and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us and
bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus,

Amen

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Leader:
People:

Leader:
People:

Leader:
People:

Pastor:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right ...we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper,
he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION
Pastor: Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord.

The body of Christ given for you. The blood of Christ shed for you.
Please be seated

COMMUNION HYMN
"How Great Thou Art”
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Please stand, if able

Pastor: The Lord’s body and blood strengthen you and keep you in His
grace.
People: Amen.

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Leader: Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us
and are making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to
anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your healing to
the nations. In the name of Jesus,

People: Amen.

THE BENEDICTION

Pastor: God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the
firstborn of the dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, +
bless you now and forever.

People: Amen.

CLOSING HYMN
"Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ”
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1 Let wus tal-entsand tongues em - ploy, reach-ing out with a  shout of joy:
2 Christis a - ble to make us one, at the ta - ble he sets the tone,
3 Je - suscalls us in, sends us out bear-ing fruit in a world of doubt,
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gives us love to tell, bread to share: God (Im-man-u-el) ev-’ry-where!
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Je - sus lives a-gain, earth can breathe a-gain, pass the Word a-round: loaves a - bound!

DISMISSAL
Pastor: Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE
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