Hope Lutheran Church
Worship Service
April 26, 2026
Fourth Sunday of Easter

“Icourmne
that they may

have /]X@, Ao
and have it %,%

abundantly.”

John 10:10, NRSV

Our Vision:
To be known as a Spirit-led
welcoming community of diversity and service.

Our Mission:
We care, share, and prepare so that all experience the love of Jesus Christ.

Guiding Principles:
Jesus is Lord.
God loves everyone.
All are welcome.

Everyone has a purpose.

Pray before acting.

Step out in faith, believing all is possible.

We are saved by grace.

"Whoever you are who worship here, in whatever household of faith you were born,
whatever creed you now profess, whatever your race, nationality, sexual
orientation, or condition, if you come to this sanctuary to seek the God in whom you
may believe, or rededicate yourself to the God in whom you do believe, you are
welcome; for this sanctuary is a house of prayer for all people.”



PRELUDE
ANNOUNCEMENTS
WELCOME

Please stand, if able

OPENING HYMN
"“"Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing!”
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1 Good Chris - tian friends, re - joice and sing! Now is the tri - umph
2 The Lord of life is ris’n this day; death’s might-y stone is
3 Praise we in songs of vic - to - ry that love, that life which
4 Your name we bless, O ris - en Lord, and sing to - day with
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of  our king! To all the world glad news we bring:
rolled a - way; let all the earth re - joice and say:
can - not die, and sing with hearts up - lift - ed high:
one ac - cord, the life laid down, the life re - stored:
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Al-le - lu - ia, al -le - lu - ia, al -le -lu - ia!
8:30 THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Pastor: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
People: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Pastor: Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne
and to the Lamb!
People: Amen.
Pastor: Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues.
Pastor: Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to

come. You lead us beside still waters. We thank you for the waters
of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. We thank
you for the waters that nourish us.

People: Blessed are you.



Pastor: You guide us to springs of the water of life. Jesus Christ, you are
the faithful withness who accompanies us on our journeys. We give
you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise
you for joining us in joy and sorrow.

People: Blessed are you.

Pastor: You guide us to springs of the water of life. Holy Spirit, you anoint
our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down barriers that
divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace.

People: Blessed are you.

Pastor: You guide us to springs of the water of life. Holy One, we thank
you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new
creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and
praise, now and forever.

People: Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with You!
People: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: Let us pray, O God our shepherd,

People: you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety through
the valleys of death. Guide us by your voice, that we may
walk in certainty and security to the joyous feast prepared
in your house, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated

8:30 CHORAL ANTHEM Voices of Hope
"My Shepherd Will Supply My Need”

READING

A reading from Acts, chapter 2.

42 [The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship,
to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 43 Awe came upon everyone because
many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. 44 All who
believed were together and had all things in common; 4>they would sell their
possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need.

46 Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke
bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, 4/ praising
God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added
to their number those who were being saved.

Word of God, word of life.
People: Thanks be to God.



PSALM Psalm 23
The psalm will be read responsively. The leader will read the light verses and the congregation
will read the bold verses.

1The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not be in want.

2The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me beside
still waters.

3You restore my soul, O Lord, and guide me along right pathways for your
name’s sake.

4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear
no evil;

for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

>You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my
head with oil, and my cup is running over.

6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and
I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

READING
A reading from 1 Peter, chapter 2.
191t is a commendable thing if, being aware of God, a person endures pain
while suffering unjustly. 20If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong,
what credit is that? But if you endure when you do good and suffer for it, this
is a commendable thing before God. 2! For to this you have been called,
because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you
should follow in his steps.

22“He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.”
23When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not
threaten, but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. 24 He himself
bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, having died to sins, we might
live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. 2> For you were
going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and
guardian of your souls.

Word of God, word of life.
People: Thanks be to God.

Please stand, if able



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to John, the 10t chapter.
People: Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] 1“Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by
the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2The one who enters
by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3The gatekeeper opens the gate for him,
and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.
4When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep
follow him because they know his voice. >They will not follow a stranger, but they
will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” ¢Jesus used
this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to
them. 7So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the
sheep. 8All who came before me are thieves and bandits, but the sheep did not
listen to them. °I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved and will come
in and go out and find pasture. 1°The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy.
I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.”

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated

CHILDREN'’S SERMON Pastor Amy Oehlschlaeger
SERMON Pastor Amy Oehlschlaeger

Please stand, if able



HYMN OF THE DAY

"I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry”

)y r——— m—
b ] ] ———
Q<+t F 1 J*eie— 5 [
J < o o @ < .
1 I was there to hear your born-ing cry, I'll be there when you are old.

2 “When you heard the won-der of the Word I was there to cheer you on;
3 “In the mid-dle a - ges of your life, not too old, no lon - ger young,
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I re - joiced the day you were bap-tized to see your life un -fold.
you were raised to praise the liv - ing Lord, to whom you now be -long.
I'lll. be there to guide you through the night, com-plete what I've be - gun.
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I was there when you were but a child, with a faith to suit you well;
It you find some-one to share your time and you join your hearts as one,
When the eve -ning gent-ly clos-es in and you shut your wea-ry eyes,

in a blaze
T’'ll be there
T’'ll be there
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of light you wan-dered off to find where de-mons dwell.”
to make your vers - es rhyme from dusk till ris -ing sun”
as I have al- ways been, with just one more sur - prise.”
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4 “T was there to hear your born-ing cry, I'll be there when you are old.
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I re-joiced the day you were bap-tized to see your life un - fold”

8:30 APOSTLES’' CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated
at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living

and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen.



Please be seated

10:45 Baptism of Gianni Gendron

Pastor: God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a
living hope through the sacrament of baptism. By water and the
Word God delivers us from sin and death and raises us to new life
in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body
of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in
God's mission for the life of the world.

Godparents/Sponsors: I present Gianni for baptism.

Pastor: Gianni, called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of
God, do you desire to be baptized into Christ?
Gianni: I do.

Pastor: Gianni, you are entrusted with responsibilities:
to live among God's faithful people,

to reflect on the word of God in the holy scriptures and receive the
holy supper,

to teach yourself the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten
Commandments,

to nurture yourself in faith and prayer, so that you may learn to
trust God, proclaim Christ through word and deed, care for others
and the world God made, and work for justice and peace. Do you
promise to grow in the Christian faith and life?

Gianni: I do.

Pastor: Godparents/Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Gianni in the
Christian faith as you are empowered by God's Spirit, and to help
Gianni live in the covenant of baptism and in communion with the
church?

Godparents/Sponsors: I do.

Pastor: People of God, do you promise to support Gianni and pray for him
in his new life in Christ?
People: We do.

Please stand, if able

Profession of Faith

Pastor: I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and
confess the faith of the church. Do you renounce the devil and all
the forces that defy God?

People: I renounce them.

Pastor: Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
People: I renounce them.
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Pastor:
People:

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
I renounce them.

Please be seated

BAPTISM
Pastor:

People:

Gianni, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

LAYING ON OF HANDS

Pastor:

People:

Let us pray.

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit
you give your son new birth, cleanse him from sin, and raise him to
eternal life. Sustain Gianni with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the
spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and

might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of
joy in your presence, both now and forever.

Amen.

SIGNING OF THE CROSS

Pastor:

People:

Gianni, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and
marked with the cross of Christ forever.
Amen.

GIVING OF THE LIGHT

Pastor:

People:

PRAYERS
Leader:

Jesus said, I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will
have the light of life. Let us welcome the newly baptized.

You belong to Christ, in whom you have been baptized.
Blessed be God, the source of all life, the word of salvation,
the spirit of mercy. We welcome you into the body of Christ
and into the mission we share: join us in giving thanks and
praise to God and bearing God's creative and redeeming
word to all the world.

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem
our broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.

A brief silence.

Leader:

People:

Shepherding God, draw all people to yourself and lead them in
paths of righteousness. Embolden your church to enter the valleys
of the world and guide us beside the still waters of your grace. We
pray for military and prison chaplains serving near and far. Merciful
God,

receive our prayer.



Leader:

People:

Pastor:

People:

Leader:

People:

Leader:

People:

Pastor:

People:

Creator God, by the resurrection of your Son, show us your
steadfast love and instruct our hearts in your ways. Help us to
revere and protect the wonders of your creation. Bless our pets.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Great Physician, walk with those who are grieving, and anoint
those who are ill or injured (especially). Restore them to health of
body, mind, and spirit. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Good Shepherd, bless all who are baptized during this Easter
season especially Gianni. May all who are baptized know their
belovedness. Stir up in them the gift of faith. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Living God, we praise you for the saints who have died in faith and
now dwell in your love. At our end, bring us, with them, to our
heavenly home. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim
the good news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ,
our risen Savior.

Amen.

OFFERING SONG

"Blest Be the Tie That Binds”
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1 Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Chris-tian love;
2 Be - fore our Fa - ther’s throne we pour our ar - dent prayers;
3 We share our mu - tual woes, our mu - tual bur - dens bear,
4 From sor - row, toil, and pain, and sin we shall be free;
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the u - ni-ty of heart and mind is like to that a - bove.
our fears, our hopes,our aims are one, our com-forts and our cares.
and of - ten for each oth - er flows the sym - pa - thiz-ing tear.

and per - fect love and friend-ship

reign through all e - ter - ni - ty.



OFFERTORY

"“"Take, Oh, Take Me as I Am”
(sing 2x)
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set your seal up-on my heart and live in me.

Please stand, if able

OFFERING PRAYER

Pastor:

People:

Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you
glory. You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day
when we will hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body
and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us and
bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus,

Amen

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Leader:
People:

Leader:
People:

Leader:
People:

Pastor:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right ...we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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high - est, ho-san - na in the Thigh - est!

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper,
he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION
Pastor: Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord.

The body of Christ given for you. The blood of Christ shed for you.

Please be seated
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COMMUNION HYMN
"Baptized in Water”
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1 Bap-tized in wa - ter, sealed by the Spir - it, cleansed by the
2 Bap-tized in wa - ter, sealed by the Spir - it, dead in the
3 Bap-tized in wa - ter, sealed by the Spir - it, marked with the
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blood of Christ our king: heirs of sal - va - tion, trust-ing his
tomb with Christ our king: one with his ris - ing, freed and for -
sign  of Christ our king: born of the Spir - it, we are God’s
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prom - ise, faith-ful - ly now  God’s praise we  sing.
giv - en, thank-ful -ly now God’s praise we  sing.
chil - dren;  joy-ful -ly now God’s praise we  sing.

"Wash O God Our Sons and Daughters”
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1 Wash,O God, our sons and daugh-ters, where your cleans-ing wa-ters flow.
2 We who bring them long for nur - ture; by your milk may we be fed.
3 Oh, how deep your ho-ly wis - dom! Un - im - ag - ined, all your ways!
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Num-ber them a - mong your peo - ple; bless as Christ blessed long a - go.
Let us join your feast, par - tak - ing cup of bless-ing, liv-ing bread.
To your name be glo -ry, hon - or! Withour lives we  wor-ship, praise!
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Weave them gar-ments bright and spark-ling; com-pass them with love and light.
God, re - new us, guide our foot-steps;free from sin  and all its snares,
We  your peo - ple stand be-fore you, wa - ter-washed and Spir-it - born.
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Fill, a - noint them; send your Spir - it, ho-1ly dove and heart’s de - light.
one with Christ in  liv-ing, dy - ing, by your Spir-it, chil-dren, heirs.
By your grace,our lives we of - fer. Re-cre - ate us; God, trans-form!
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Please stand, if able

Pastor: The Lord’s body and blood strengthen you and keep you in His
grace.
People: Amen.
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THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Leader: Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us
and are making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to
anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your healing to
the nations. In the name of Jesus,

People: Amen.

THE BENEDICTION

Pastor: God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the
firstborn of the dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, +
bless you now and forever.

People: Amen.

CLOSING HYMN
"Have No Fear Little Flock”

N | J—
VD | | il | Py r o
A b [ I I T _ o g F ! F—&
ea ﬂ i |  IN— ! ——
Jg ° I — —
1 Have no fear, lit- tle  flock; have no fear, lit - tle
2 Have good cheer, lit-tle  flock; have good cheer, lit - tle
3 Praise the  Lord high a - bove; praise the Lord high a -
4 Thank-ful  hearts raise to God; thank - ful  hearts raise to
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flock, for the Fa - ther has cho - sen to
flock, for the Fa - ther will  keep you in
bove, for he stoops down to heal you, up -
God, for he stays close be - side you, in
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give you the king-dom; have no fear, lit- tle  flock!
his love for - ev - er; have good cheer, lit - tle  flock!
liftt and re - store you; praise the Lord high a - bove!
all things  works with you; thank - ful hearts  raise to  God!
DISMISSAL
Pastor: Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
POSTLUDE
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