
Hope Lutheran Church 
Worship Service 

May 3, 2026 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 

 
 

Our Vision: 
To be known as a Spirit-led  

welcoming community of diversity and service. 
 

Our Mission: 
We care, share, and prepare so that all experience the love of Jesus Christ. 

 
Guiding Principles: 

Jesus is Lord. 
God loves everyone. 

All are welcome. 
Everyone has a purpose. 

Pray before acting. 
Step out in faith, believing all is possible. 

We are saved by grace. 
 
 

"Whoever you are who worship here, in whatever household of faith you were born, 
whatever creed you now profess, whatever your race, nationality, sexual 

orientation, or condition, if you come to this sanctuary to seek the God in whom you 
may believe, or rededicate yourself to the God in whom you do believe, you are 

welcome; for this sanctuary is a house of prayer for all people." 
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PRELUDE    
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
WELCOME 
 
Please stand, if able 
 
OPENING HYMN  WOV 719
  “God Is Here!” 

 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Pastor: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
People: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Pastor: Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne 
 and to the Lamb! 
People: Amen. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
 
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues. 
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Pastor: Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to 
come. You lead us beside still waters. We thank you for the waters 
of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. We thank 
you for the waters that nourish us. 

People: Blessed are you. 
 
Pastor: You guide us to springs of the water of life. Jesus Christ, you are 

the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. We give 
you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise 
you for joining us in joy and sorrow. 

People: Blessed are you. 
 
Pastor: You guide us to springs of the water of life. Holy Spirit, you anoint 

our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down barriers that 
divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. 

People: Blessed are you. 
 
Pastor: You guide us to springs of the water of life. Holy One, we thank 

you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new 
creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and 
praise, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with You! 
People: And also with you.  
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: Let us pray, Almighty God, 
People: your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give 

us grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his 
commandments, and to share his risen life with all the 
world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Please be seated 
 
10:45 CHORAL ANTHEM Voices of Hope 

“Jesus Is the Answer/Seek Ye First” 
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READING  
A reading from Acts, chapter 7. 
55 Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of 
God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I see the  
heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57 But  
they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him.  
58 Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him, and the  
witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59 While they  
were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 Then he  
knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against  
them.” When he had said this, he died. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
READING  
A reading from 1 Peter, chapter 2. 
2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may 
grow into salvation 3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4 Come to 
him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in 
God’s sight, and 5 like living stones let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, 
to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through 
Jesus Christ. 6 For it stands in scripture:  

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and 
precious, and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 

7 This honor, then, is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe,  
“The stone that the builders rejected has become the very head of 
the corner,” 

8 and  
“A stone that makes them stumble and a rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.  
9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own 
people, in order that you may proclaim the excellence of him who called you  
out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a people, but 
now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you  
have received mercy. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand, if able 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Pastor:   The Holy Gospel according to John, the 14th chapter. 
People:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:]  
   1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 

2 In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, 
would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go 
and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to 
myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4 And you know the 
way to the place where I am going.”  

5 Thomas said to him,  
   “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the 

way?”  
6 Jesus said to him,  
   “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father 

except through me. 7 If you know me, you will know my Father also. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

8 Philip said to him,  
   “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.”  
9 Jesus said to him,  
   “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know 

me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, 
‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father and 
the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my 
own, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11 Believe me that 
I am in the Father and the Father is in me, but if you do not, then 
believe because of the works themselves. 12 Very truly, I tell you, the 
one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will 
do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 I will 
do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in 
the Son. 14 If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 

 
Pastor:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Please be seated 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON-Noisy Offering  Pastor Amy Oehlschlaeger 

 
“I’ve Got the Joy, Joy, Joy” 

 
 
SERMON    Pastor Amy Oehlschlaeger  
 
Please stand, if able 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  
 “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds” 

 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated 
at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead.  
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS 
Leader: Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem 

our broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation. 
 
A brief silence. 
 

Leader: God of glory, you have built your church on Christ the cornerstone. 
Inspire lay leaders, pastors, and bishops to proclaim forgiveness 
and your steadfast love to all whom they encounter. Merciful God, 

People: receive our prayer. 
 
Leader: God of majesty, you bring forth plants and animals, skies and seas, 

mountains and valleys. Protect all you have made from the ravages 
of pollution and climate disaster. Merciful God, 

People: receive our prayer. 
 
Pastor: God of well-being, you soothe those in distress, console all who 

grieve, provide for any in need, and comfort those who are sick 
(especially). Instill caregivers with a sense of purpose to be your 
healing hands in this world. Merciful God, 

People: receive our prayer. 
 
Leader: God of community, you call us together as your people for mutual 

support and to witness to your love in the world. Make your 
presence known among the women who gather for today’s tea. 
Merciful God, 

People: receive our prayer. 
 
Leader: God of eternal life, you have prepared dwelling places for your 

people, so that we are never separated from you. We give you 
thanks for the faithful departed who witnessed to your mighty acts 
in word and deed. Merciful God, 

People: receive our prayer. 
 

Pastor: God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim 
the good news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, 
our risen Savior. 

People: Amen. 
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OFFERING SONG   
“Lord, I Lift Your Name on High” 

(sing 3x) 

 
 
OFFERTORY  

“Father, I Adore You” 

 
 
Please stand, if able 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Pastor: Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you 

glory. You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day 
when we will hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body 
and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us and 
bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, 

People: Amen 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor: It is indeed right …we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, 
he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.  Amen. 
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INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION 
Pastor: Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord. 
 

The body of Christ given for you.  The blood of Christ shed for you. 
 
Please be seated 
 

COMMUNION HYMN   
“I Received the Living God” 

 
 

“As the Grains of Wheat” 
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Please stand, if able 
 

Pastor: The Lord’s body and blood strengthen you and keep you in His 
grace.   

People: Amen. 
 
THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
Leader: Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us 

and are making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to 
anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your healing to 
the nations. In the name of Jesus, 

People: Amen. 
 
THE BENEDICTION  
Pastor: God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the 

firstborn of the dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, ☩ 
bless you now and forever. 

People: Amen.  
 
CLOSING HYMN    

“My Life Flows on in Endless Song” 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Pastor: Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!  
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!  
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POSTLUDE 
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