Hope Lutheran Church
Worship Service
July 12, 2026
Seventh Sunday of Pentecost
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Our Vision:
To be known as a Spirit-led
welcoming community of diversity and service.

Our Mission:
We care, share, and prepare so that all experience the love of Jesus Christ.

Guiding Principles:
Jesus is Lord.
God loves everyone.
All are welcome.

Everyone has a purpose.

Pray before acting.

Step out in faith, believing all is possible.

We are saved by grace.

"Whoever you are who worship here, in whatever household of faith you were born,
whatever creed you now profess, whatever your race, nationality, sexual
orientation, or condition, if you come to this sanctuary to seek the God in whom you
may believe, or rededicate yourself to the God in whom you do believe, you are
welcome; for this sanctuary is a house of prayer for all people.”



PRELUDE
ANNOUNCEMENTS
WELCOME

Please stand, if able

OPENING HYMN “"This Is My Fathers World”
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1 This is my Fa-ther’s world, and to my lis-t’ning ears all
2 This is my Fa-ther’s world; the birds their car - ols raise; the
3 This is my Fa-ther’s world; oh, let me not for - get that,
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na - ture sings, and round me rings the mu - sic of the spheres.
morn - ing light, the lil - y white, de - clare their mak - er’s  praise.
though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the rul - er yet.
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This is my Fa-ther’s world; 1 rest me in the thought of
This is my Fa-ther’s world; he shines in all that’s fair. In_the
This is my Fa-ther’s world; why should my heart be sad?  The
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rocks and trees, of skies and seas; his  hand the won -ders wrought.
rus - tling grass I hear him pass; he  speaks to me ev-ry-where.

Lord is king, let the heav-ens ring; God reigns, let the earth be glad!

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS

Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, whose compassion endures
forever.

People: Amen.

Pastor: Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God, we confess to you all our sins. Our
burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. In your
mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your
burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s
name we pray, Amen.

People:

Jesus says, "Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying
heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” In the name of God,
Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in
God’s love.

Amen.

Pastor:

People:



SHARING OF THE PEACE
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with You!
People: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: Let us pray, Almighty God,

People: we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By
your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according
to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated

READING

A reading from Isaiah, chapter 55.

10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return
there until they have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout,
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 1 so shall my word be that
goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall
accomplish that which I purpose and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.

12 For you shall go out in joy and be led back in peace; the mountains and the
hills before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap
their hands. 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the
brier shall come up the myrtle, and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial, for
an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

Word of God, word of life.
People: Thanks be to God.

READING

A reading from Romans, chapter 8.

1 Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.
2For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of
sin and of death. 3For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh,
could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and to deal
with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of the
law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according
to the Spirit. > For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the
things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on
the things of the Spirit. ®To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the
mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7 For this reason the mind that is set on the
flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed, it cannot, & and
those who are in the flesh cannot please God. ° But you are not in the flesh;
you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does
not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 19But if Christ is in you,
then the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of
righteousness. 1 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in
you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your mortal
bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.
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Word of God, word of life.

People: Thanks be to God.

Please stand, if able

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Pastor:
People:

0 | p—
Yy D | | Py
anea I - I ! I I ud I E i —
\\av | A — | | — |
J o &% | — |
Al - le-lu - ia! Lord and Sav-ior: o - pen now your sav-ing word.
0 | p—
A2 E—— P o — ” -
'\j’my _.IL ‘ "'D JI _.IL — | i' [ ——— : : Ir'
Let it burn like fire with-in wus; speak un - til our hearts are stirred.
%{;ﬁf:m : | h— :
GESSiss === ——==i==.
Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for  the good news that you bring.

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 13t chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great
crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole
crowd stood on the beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying:

Pastor:
People:

“Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on
a path, and the birds came and ate them up. > Other seeds fell on rocky
ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly,
since they had no depth of soil. ® But when the sun rose, they were
scorched, and since they had no root, they withered away. 7 Other seeds
fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. & Other
seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold,
some sixty, some thirty. °If you have ears, hear!”

18“Hear, then, the parable of the sower. 1° When anyone hears the word
of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and
snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the
path. 20 As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who
hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, 21 yet such a
person has no root but endures only for a while, and when trouble or
persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls
away. 22 As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears
the word, but the cares of this age and the lure of wealth choke the
word, and it yields nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil,
this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed
bears fruit and yields in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in
another thirty.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



Please be seated

CHILDREN’'S SERMON Pastor Amy Oehlschlaeger
SERMON Pastor Amy Oehlschlaeger
Please stand, if able

HYMN OF THE DAY
“"For the Beauty of the Earth”
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1 For the beau-ty of the earth, for the beau-ty of the skies,
2 For the won-der of each hour of the day and of the night,
3 For the joy of ear and eye, for the heart and mind’s de - light,
4 For the joy of hu-man love, broth-er, sis - ter, par - ent, child,
5 For each per-fect gift of thine, peace on earth and joy in heav’'n;
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for the love which from our birth o-ver and a-round wus lies:
hill and wvale and tree and flow’r, sun and moon and stars  of light:
for the mys-tic har-mo -ny link-ing sense to sound and sight:
friends on  earth and friends a - bove; for all gen - tle thoughts and mild:
for thy - self, best gift di- vine, to our world so free - ly giv'n:
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Christ, our God, to thee we raise this our sac-ri-fice of praise.

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated
at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS
Leader: Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray
for the church, the world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

Leader: God our gardener, you scatter grace like seed across the world.
Continue to cultivate the garden of your church with your abundant
Spirit. God of grace,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: God, give your healing presence to all who are ill in body, mind, or
spirit especially...May your steadfast love lift all who feel burdened.
God of grace,

People: hear our prayer.

Leader: God, send healing rains to parched places and relief to flooded
lands. Bless all who are rebuilding after a natural disaster. God of
grace,

People: hear our prayer.

Leader: God, bless the children and volunteers for Vacation Bible School
this week at Hope. May all feel welcomed and may all grow in
faith. God of grace,

People: hear our prayer.

Leader: God our source, tend this assembly with your grace throughout this
summer season. May those who travel for work or recreation do so
safely, and may visitors find refreshment among us. God of grace,

People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness,
we cast all our cares upon you, through the abundant grace of
Christ Jesus.

People: Amen.



OFFERING SONG

"How Great Thou Art”
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1 O Lord my God, when I in awe-some won-der con-sid - er
2 When through the woods and for - est glades I ~ wan-der, I hear the
3 But when I think that God, his Son not spar-ing, sent him to
4 When Christ shall come, with shout of ac - cla - ma - tion, and take me
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all  the works thy hand hath made, 1 see the stars, I hear the might-y
birds sing sweet-ly in the trees; when I look down from loft - y moun-tain
die, I scarce can take it in, that on the cross my bur-den glad-ly
home, what joy shall fill my heart! Then I shall bow in hum-ble ad - o-
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gran - deur and hear the brook and feel the gen - tle breeze;
bear - ing he bled and died to take a - way my sin;
ra - tion and there pro - claim, *“My God, how great thou art!”
Refrain
n | p—— f y | 1
4 D I ®° I I y I I
(:,Db i o i' g—d—J o a{ s —¢ o
Then sings my soul, my Sav-ior God, to thee, how great thou
0 | ]
752 a . e ——
> — P | o S — —
\\aY 1 L | | %
J e __ 4 o_® '
art! How great thou art! Then sings my soul, my Sav-ior God, to
n | | ]
)’ A - | |
Lo b ] & & [#) P
[ {anTd ] b b ] P =
A\IV 7] I I
J ' ] |
thee, how great thou art! How great thou  art!



OFFERTORY

"“"We Are an Offering”
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We lift our  voic - es, we lift our  hands, we lift our
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lives up to you: we arean of-fer-ing, we are an  of-fer-ing.

Please stand, if able

OFFERING PRAYER

Pastor: Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us
take heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation
can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.

People: Amen

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Leader:
People:

Leader:
People:

Leader:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



Pastor: It is indeed right ...we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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heav’'n and earth are full of yourglo-ry. Ho-san -na in  the high - est.
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper,
he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION
Pastor: Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!

The body of Christ given for you. The blood of Christ shed for you.

Please be seated



COMMUNION HYMN

"Beautiful Savior”
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1 Beau-ti - ful Sav - ior, King of cre - a - tion,
2 Fair are the mead - ows, fair are the wood - lands,
3 Fair is the sun - shine, fair is the moon - light,
4 Beau - ti - ful Sav - ior, Lord of the na - tions,
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Son of God and Son of Man!
robed in flow’rs of bloom - ing spring;
bright the spar - kling stars on high;
Son of God and Son of Man!
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Tru - ly I'd love thee, tru - ly Id serve thee,
Je - sus s fair - er, Je - sus is pur - er,
Je - sus shines  bright - er, Je - sus shines pur - er
Glo - ry and hon - or, praise, ad - o - ra - tion,
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light of my soul, my joy, my crown.
he makes our sor - rowing spir - it sing.
than all  the an - gels in the sky.
now and for - ev - er - more be thine!
"Let Us Break Bread Together”
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1 Let us break bread to - geth-er on our knees;
2 Let us drink wine to - geth-er on our knees;
3 Let us praise God to - geth-er on our knees;
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let wus break bread to - geth-er on our knees.
let us drink wine to - geth-er on our knees.
let us  praise God to - geth-er on our  knees.
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sun, (0] Lord, have mer-cy on me.

Please stand, if able

Pastor:

grace.

People:

Amen.
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The Lord’s body and blood strengthen you and keep you in

His



THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Leader:

People:

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts
are filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we,
through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have
shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the
Spirit nourishing us now and forever.

Amen.

THE BENEDICTION

Pastor:

People:

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, + one God, bless, heal, and hold
you today and always.
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN “"Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”
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1 Sent forth by God’s bless-ing, our true faith con - fess-ing, the

2 With praise and thanks-giv-ing to God ev - er - liv-ing, the
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The sup-per is end - ed. Oh, now be ex - tend-ed the
Our faith ev - er shar-ing, in love ev - er car - ing, em -
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fruits of this ser - vice  in all  who be - Ilieve.
brac - ing his chil - dren  of each tribe and race.
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The seed of his teach-ing, re - cep - tive souls

With your feast you feed us, with  your light now
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reach-ing, shall blos - som in ac - tion for God and for all.

lead wus; u - nite us as one in this life that we  share.
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His grace did in - vite us, his love shall u -  nite us to
Then may all the liv - ing with praise and thanks - giv - ing give
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work for God’s king - dom and an - swer his call.
hon - or to Christ and  his name that we bear.
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DISMISSAL
Pastor: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
People: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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