Hope Lutheran Church
Worship Service
November 15, 2026
25t Sunday of Pentecost

Well sDones

thou good and
faithful servant...
enter thou into
the joy of thy lord.

Matthew 25:21,KJV

k

Our Vision:
To be known as a Spirit-led
welcoming community of diversity and service.

Our Mission:
We care, share, and prepare so that all experience the love of Jesus Christ.

Guiding Principles:
Jesus is Lord.
God loves everyone.
All are welcome.

Everyone has a purpose.

Pray before acting.

Step out in faith, believing all is possible.

We are saved by grace.

"Whoever you are who worship here, in whatever household of faith you were born,
whatever creed you now profess, whatever your race, nationality, sexual
orientation, or condition, if you come to this sanctuary to seek the God in whom you
may believe, or rededicate yourself to the God in whom you do believe, you are
welcome; for this sanctuary is a house of prayer for all people.”



PRELUDE Bells of Hope
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"Break the Bread of Life”
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Please stand, if able

OPENING HYMN

"As We Gather at Your Table”
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1 As we gath-er at your ta-ble, as we 1lis - ten to your word,
2 Turmmour wor-ship in-to  wit-ness in the sac - ra - ment of life;
3 Gra-cious Spir-it, help us sum-mon oth-er guests to share that feast
0 u , — [r— — —
,{ [.] I — I | 1 I | I | | | | | I

| || . | | I. o IF | I' | | | | |

|

| ' i
help us know, O God, your pres-ence; let our hearts and  minds be  stirred.

send us forth to love and serve you, bring-ing peace where there is strife.
where tri - um-phant Love will wel-come those who had been last and least.
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Nour-ish us with sa-cred sto-ry till we claim it as our own;
Give us, Christ, your great com-pas-sion to for - give as you for - gave;
There no more will en - vy blind us nor will pride our peace de - stroy,
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teach us through this ho-ly ban-quet how to make Love’svic - try known.
may we still be - hold your im-age in the world you died to save.
as we join with saintsand an-gels to re- peat the sound-ing joy.

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS

Pastor:

People:
Pastor:

Silence is

Pastor:
People:

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, our dwelling place for all
generations, whose compassion never slumbers.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

kept for reflection.

Holy God,
we confess that we have trusted in our preparation instead
of your invitation. We prioritize our piety over care for your
beloved. We trust the voice of our shame and fear, which
keeps us from entering fully into relationship with you and
others. We are not awake to the coming of your reign.
Rouse us and rescue us, that we may enter into your joy.
Amen.

2



Pastor: Inherit the riches of God’s grace. + Jesus, the good shepherd,
feeds you with his mercy. You are forgiven. Blessed are you.
People: Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with You!
People: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: Let us pray, Righteous God,

People: our merciful master, you own the earth and all its peoples,
and you give us all that we have. Inspire us to serve you
with justice and wisdom, and prepare us for the joy of the
day of your coming, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

Please be seated

10:45 CHOIR ANTHEM Voices of Hope
“"This Little Light of Mine”

PSALM Psalm 123
The psalm will be read responsively. The leader will read the light verses and the congregation
will read the bold verses.

1To you I lift up my eyes, O you who are enthroned in the heavens!

2 As the eyes of servants look to the hand of their master, as the eyes
of a maid to the hand of her mistress, so our eyes look to the Lord our
God, until he has mercy upon us.

3Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have mercy upon us, for we have had more
than enough of contempt.

4 0ur soul has had more than its fill of the scorn of those who are at
ease, of the contempt of the proud.

READING
A reading from 1 Thessalonians, chapter 5.

INow concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not
need to have anything written to you. 2For you yourselves know very well that
the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3When they say,

“There is peace and security,”
then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labor pains come upon a
pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! 4But you, brothers and sisters,
are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; >for you are all
children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness.
6So0, then, let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be
sober, 7 for those who sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk
at night. 8 But since we belong to the day, let us be sober and put on the
breastplate of faith and love and for a helmet the hope of salvation. ° For God
has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord
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Jesus Christ, 19who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we
may live with him. 1 Therefore encourage one another and build up each
other, as indeed you are doing.

Word of God, word of life.
People: Thanks be to God.

Please stand, if able

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 25% chapter.
People: Glory to you, O Lord.

14“For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his
property to them; 1°to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to
each according to his ability. Then he went away. At once ®the one who had
received the five talents went off and traded with them and made five more talents.
171n the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. 18 But
the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and
hid his master’s money. 1° After a long time the master of those slaves came and
settled accounts with them. 2°Then the one who had received the five talents came
forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five
talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ 21 His master said to him, ‘Well done,
good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things; I will put
you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 22 And the one with
the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two
talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ 23 His master said to him, ‘Well done,
good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things; I will put
you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 2#Then the one
who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that
you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow and gathering where you did
not scatter, 2>so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here
you have what is yours.’ 26 But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You
knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow and gather where I did not scatter?
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27 Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I
would have received what was my own with interest. 28 So take the talent from him,
and give it to the one with the ten talents. 2° For to all those who have, more will be
given, and they will have an abundance, but from those who have nothing, even
what they have will be taken away. 30 As for this worthless slave, throw him into the
outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

Pastor:
People:

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated

CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Amy Oehlschlaeger

SERMON Pastor Amy Oehlschlaeger

Please stand, if able

HYMN OF THE DAY "O Christ the Same”
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1 O Christ the same, through all our sto - ry’s pag - es—
2 O Christ the same, the friend of sin - ners, shar - ing
3 O Christ the same, se - cure with - in  whose keep ing
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our in - most thoughts,  the se - crets none can hide;
our lives and loves, our days and years re main;
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O liv - ing Word, the source of all cre - a - tion,
O Son of Man, who stooped for us from heav en—
O Lord of love, for all our joys and sor rows,
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who spread the skies and set the stars a - Dblaze;
O  Prince of life, in all  your sav - ing power
for all  our hopes when earth shall fade and flee;
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O  Christ the same, who wrought our whole sal - va - tion,
O Christ the same, to whom our hearts are giv en:
O  Christ the same, be - yond our brief to - mor rows,

we bring our  thanks for all our yes - ter - days.
we bring our  thanks for this the pres ent  hour.
we bring our  thanks for all that is to be.
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated
at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS
Leader: United with the great cloud of witnesses, we offer our prayers for
the church, the world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

Leader: Holy God, we pray for children around the world. Grant to all
children, compassionate adults who will shield them, feed them,
and care for them. Empower family members and all caregivers
with adequate resources and daily renewal of wisdom and patience.
God in your mercy,

hear our prayer

Pastor: In your embrace, we find refuge from all trials and troubles. Care
for families who are in conflict, accompany all undergoing medical
procedures or mental health treatment, and reassure any who are
ill or despairing (especially). God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Leader: Bless all who serve in congregational leadership: council members,
team members, and small group leaders. Encourage healthy
stewardship of time, talents, and resources for the mission of the
gospel. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Leader: The faithful of every age trust in the hope of your saving grace. In
thanksgiving for the ways our ancestors have journeyed before us,
we remember all who have entered eternal life in you. God, in your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

Pastor: Into your steadfast love, faithful God, we entrust all for whom we
pray, in the name of Jesus, your beloved.
People: Amen.



OFFERING SONG
"“"We Are an Offering”
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OFFERTORY

"“"For the Fruit of All Creation”
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1 For the fruit of  all cre - a - tion, thanks be to  God.
2 In the just re - ward of la- bor, God’s will is done.
3 For the har-vests of the Spir-it, thanks be to  God.
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For these gifts to ev - ’ry na - tion, thanks be to  God.
In the help we give our neigh-bor, God’s will is done.
For the good we all in-her - it,  thanks be to  God.
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For the plow-ing, sow-ing,reap-ing, si-lent growth while we are sleep-ing,
In our world-wide task of car-ing for the hun - gry and de - spair-ing,
For the won - ders that as-tound us, for the truths that still con-found us,
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fu - ture needs in  earth’s safe-keep-ing, thanks be to  God.
in the har- vests we are shar-ing, God’s will is done.
most of all, that love has found us, thanks be to God.

Please stand, if able

OFFERING PRAYER

Pastor: Eternal God, our time, talents, and treasures are gifts from you.
Receive what we offer, and all that you entrust to us, until hungry
no more, all the world is fed, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

People: Amen

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Leader: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Leader: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them to the Lord.

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Pastor: It is indeed right ...we praise your name and join their unending

hymn:



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

e
J —

S

Ho -1y, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,
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san-na in  the high - est, ho - san - na in the high - est.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper,
he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION
Pastor: In bread and cup the reign of Christ is breaking in.
Come, receive what Christ has prepared.

The body of Christ given for you. The blood of Christ shed for you.

Please be seated



COMMUNION HYMN

“"Light Dawns on a Weary World”
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1 Light dawns on a wea -ry world when eyes be - gin to
2 Love grows in a wea -1y world when hun - gry hearts find
3 Hope blooms in a wea-ry world when crea-tures, once for -
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wea - ry  world the prom-ised green of E - den comes.
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“"Amazing Grace”
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1 A - maz - ing grace!— how sweet the sound— that
2 “Twas  grace that taught my heart to fear, and
3 Throughman - vy dan - gers, toils, and snares I
4 The Lord has prom - ised good to me; his
5 When we've been there ten thou - sand  years, bright
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saved a wretch  like me! 1 once was  lost, but
grace my  fears re - lieved; how pre - cious did that
have al - read - vy come; tis grace  has brought me
word my  hope se - cures; he will my shield and
shin - ing as the sun, we’'ve  no less days to
n J
)7 A L Il | | | Il
b N I ] I I I
? ) T I ] 7] p ] ]
| I 7] ® 7] 7]
-~ < -
now am found; was blind, but now I see.
grace ap - pear the  hour I first be - lieved!
safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.
por - tion be as long  as life en - dures.
sing God’s praise than when we'd first be - gun.

Please stand, if able

Pastor: The Lord’s body and blood strengthen you and keep you in His
grace.
People: Amen.

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Leader: Holy God, we have received your never-ending mercy in this meal.
You continuously seek the lost, bind the injured, and feed your
people abundantly. Now send us out, awake to your presence, now
and forever.

People: Amen.

THE BENEDICTION
Pastor: The holy Trinity, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you with

wisdom to welcome the reign of God, today and always.
People: Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN
"Let US Talents and Tongues Employ”
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Let us tal -entsand tongues em - ploy, reach-ing out with a  shout of joy:
2 Christis a - ble to make us one, at the ta - ble he sets the tone,
3 Je - suscalls us in, sends us out bear-ing fruit in a world of doubt,
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bread is bro-ken,the wine is poured, Christ is spo-kenand seen and heard.
teach-ing peo-ple to live to bless, love in word and in deed ex - press.
gives us love to tell, bread to share: God (Im-man-u-el) ev-’ry-where!
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Je - sus lives a-gain, earth can breathe a-gain, pass the Word a-round: loaves a - bound!

DISMISSAL
Pastor: Go in peace. Encourage one another.
People: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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